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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the
following provisions:
 

☐ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
 

☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
 

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
 

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:
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Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of this
chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).

Emerging growth company  ☐

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any
new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act.  ☐
   



Item 4.01. Changes in Registrant’s Certifying Accountant.

On April 15, 2025, Aptose Biosciences Inc. (the “Company”) previously announced that KPMG LLP (“KPMG”), the Company’s independent
registered public accounting firm, informed the Company that it would not stand for re-appointment for the Company’s 2025 annual audit. KPMG
agreed to continue to review the Company’s quarterly interim financial results through the first two fiscal quarters of 2025. As a result, the Company
conducted a competitive selection process to determine the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2025.

As a result of this process, on August 1, 2025 the Company announced that the Board of Directors (the “Board”) unanimously approved the
selection of Ernst & Young LLP (“EY”) as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm to serve as the Company’s independent auditor.
The Company reconvened its Annual General and Special Meeting of shareholders today to vote on the appointment of EY and the authorization of the
Board to fix EY’s remuneration, to which was subsequently approved.

During the Company’s two most recent fiscal years ended December 31, 2024 and 2023, and the interim period through August 22, 2025, neither
the Company nor anyone on its behalf has consulted EY with respect to either (i) the application of accounting principles to a specified transaction,
either completed or proposed, or the type of audit opinion that might be rendered on the Company’s financial statements, and neither a written report nor
oral advice was provided to the Company that EY concluded was an important factor considered by the Company in reaching a decision as to any
accounting, auditing or financial reporting issue; or (ii) any matter that was either the subject of a disagreement (as defined in Item 304(a)(1)
(iv) of Regulation S-K and the related instructions) or a reportable event (as defined in Item 304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K).

In accordance with Item 304(a)(3) of Regulation S-K, the Company provided KPMG with a copy of the disclosures it is making in this Current
Report on Form 8-K and requested from KPMG a letter addressed to the Securities and Exchange Commission indicating whether it agrees with such
disclosures. A copy of KPMG’s letter dated August 21, 2025 is attached as Exhibit 16.1 hereto.

 
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits
 
Exhibit
Number   Description

16.1    Letter from KPMG LLP to the Securities and Exchange Commission

104    Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)

https://content.equisolve.net/aptose/sec/0001193125-25-189846/for_pdf/d96555dex161.htm


SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
 

    Aptose Biosciences Inc.

Date: August 27, 2025     By:   /s/ William G. Rice
      William G. Rice, Ph.D.
      President and Chief Executive Officer



Exhibit 16.1
 

KPMG LLP
100 New Park Place, Suite 1400
Vaughan, ON L4K 0J3
Tel 905-265 5900
Fax 905-265 6390
www.kpmg.ca

To Securities and Exchange Commission
Washington, DC

August 21, 2025

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Notice of Change of Auditors of Aptose Biosciences Inc.

We have read the statements made by Aptose Biosciences Inc. (the “Company”) set forth in Item 4.01 “Changes in Registrant’s Certifying Accountant”
on its Form 8-K dated August 22, 2025. We are in agreement with the statements contained in such Notice insofar as they relate to our firm. We are not
in a position to agree or disagree with other statements of the Company contained therein.

Yours very truly,
 

August 21, 2025

KPMG LLP, an Ontario limited liability partnership and member firm of the KPMG global
organization of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a private
English company limited by guarantee.
KPMG Canada provides services to KPMG LLP.
Document classification: KPMG Confidential


