UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d)
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): May 23, 2023

APTOSE BIOSCIENCES INC.

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Canada 001-32001 98-1136802
(State or Other Jurisdiction of Incorporation) (Commission File Number) (L.R.S. Employer Identification No.)

251 Consumers Road, Suite 1105
Toronto, Ontario M2J 4R3
Canada
(Address of Principal Executive Offices) (Zip Code)

(647) 479-9828
(Registrant's telephone number, including area code)

(Former name or former address, if changed since last report)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following provisions:

[0 Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
O Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
O Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
O Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:

Title of each class Trading Symbol(s) Name of each exchange on which registered

Common Shares, no par value APTO Nasdaq Capital Market

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of this chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).

Emerging growth company [

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any new or revised financial
accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act.




Item 5.07. Submission of Matters to a Vote of Security Holders.

On May 23, 2023, Aptose Biosciences Inc., or the “Corporation”, held its Annual and Special Meeting of Shareholders. At the meeting, shareholders voted in favor of all
items of business, as indicated below:

Proposal No. I—Election of Directors

The Corporation’s shareholders voted to elect the following persons to the board of directors of the Corporation, each to serve until the 2024 Annual General Meeting:

Nominee Votes For % Votes For Votes Against % YVotes Against Broker Non-Votes
Ms. Carol G. Ashe 20,399,773 90.69 2,093,509 9.31 18,604,182
Dr. Denis Burger 20,214,219 89.87 2,279,063 10.13 18,604,182
Dr. Erich Platzer 20,485,136 91.07 2,008,146 8.93 18,604,182
Dr. William G. Rice 14,862,859 66.08 7,630,423 33.92 18,604,182
Dr. Mark D. Vincent 20,417,576 90.77 2,075,706 9.23 18,604,182
Mr. Warren Whitehead 20,482,405 91.06 2,010,877 8.94 18,604,182
Dr. Bernd Seizinger 20,498,713 91.13 1,994,569 8.83 18,604,182

Proposal No. 2—Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm

The Corporation’s shareholders voted to approve the appointment of KPMG LLP as the independent registered public accounting firm of the Corporation for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 2023.

Votes For % Votes For Vote Against % Votes Against Abstain %
39,648,697 96.48 1,303,802 3.17 144,965 0

Proposal No. 3—Amendment to Stock Incentive Plan

The Corporation’s shareholders voted to approve an amendment to the Corporation’s 2021 stock incentive plan to increase the number of common shares reserved for
issuance thereunder by 1,027,758 common shares.

Votes For % Votes For Vote Against % Votes Against Abstain %
13,780,728 61.26 8,645,485 38.44 67,068 18,604,183

Proposal No. 4—Amendment to Articles

The Corporation’s shareholders voted to approve a special resolution providing for an amendment to the Corporation’s Articles to effect a reverse stock split of the
Corporation’s outstanding common shares at a ratio in the range of 1-for-10 to 1-for-20, such amendment to become effective at an exact ratio and a date to be determined
by the board of directors of the Corporation if the board of directors considers it to be in the best interests of the Corporation to implement such reverse stock split.

Votes For % Votes For Vote Against % Votes Against Abstain %
38,399,205 93.44 2,517,058 6.12 181,200 1

Proposal No. 5—Meeting Adjournments

The Corporation’s shareholders voted to approve a resolution permitting one or more adjournments of the meeting, if necessary or appropriate, if a quorum is present, to
permit further solicitation of proxies if there are not sufficient votes at the time of the meeting to approve Proposals No. 3 and 4.

Votes For % Votes For Vote Against % Votes Against Abstain %
33,325,854 81.09 7,660,406 18.64 111,202 2

Proposal No. 6—Compensation of Named Executive Officers

The Corporation’s shareholders voted to approve a non-binding resolution to approve the compensation paid to the Corporation’s named executive officers.

Votes For % Votes For Vote Against % Votes Against Abstain %
19,458,544 86.50 2,736,388 12.17 298,350 18,604,182

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits.

Exhibit 99.1. Press release, dated May 23, 2023

Exhibit 104 Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)




SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly
authorized.

Aptose Biosciences Inc.

Date: May 23, 2023 By: /s/ William G. Rice, Ph.D.
William G. Rice, Ph.D.

Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer




EXHIBIT 99.1
Aptose Biosciences Announces Results of Annual and Special Meeting of Shareholders

SAN DIEGO and TORONTO, May 23, 2023 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Aptose Biosciences Inc. (“Aptose” or the “Company”’) (NASDAQ:
APTO, TSX: APS), a clinical-stage precision oncology company developing highly differentiated oral targeted agents to treat hematologic
malignancies, announced today that, at the Company’s annual and special meeting of shareholders held today, May 23, 2023 (the “Meeting”),
the proposed reverse stock split (the “Reverse Stock Split”) of the Company’s common shares (the “Common Shares”), as described in the
proxy statement dated April 18, 2023 (the “Proxy Statement”), was approved by 93.44% of the votes cast at the Meeting. The Company also
announced today that the board of directors of the Company approved the implementation of the Reverse Stock Split immediately after the
Meeting on the basis of 15 pre-Reverse Stock Split Common Shares for each one post-Reverse Stock Split Common Share.

The Company expects to file articles of amendment to effect the Reverse Stock Split on May 24, 2023. The Company will provide further
information on the effectiveness of the Reverse Stock Split at a later date.

As a result of the Reverse Stock Split, every 15 Common Shares issued and outstanding will be automatically reclassified into one new
Common Share. The Reverse Stock Split will not modify any rights or preferences of the Common Shares. Proportionate adjustments will be
made, as applicable, to the exercise prices and the number of Common Shares underlying Aptose’s outstanding equity awards, as well as to the
number of Common Shares issuable under Aptose’s equity incentive plans and certain existing agreements. The Common Shares issued
pursuant to the Reverse Stock Split will remain fully paid and non-assessable.

There are currently 93,961,581 Common Shares issued and outstanding, and it is expected that there will be 6,264,105 Common Shares issued
and outstanding following the Reverse Stock Split, subject to rounding down to the nearest whole Common Share for any fractional shares. No
fractional shares will be issued as a result of the Reverse Stock Split and shareholders will not receive any compensation in lieu thereof.

Computershare Investor Services Inc. (“Computershare”), Aptose’s transfer agent, is acting as the exchange agent for the Reverse Stock Split.
Registered shareholders holding share certificates will be mailed a letter of transmittal advising of the Reverse Stock Split and instructing them
to surrender their share certificates representing pre-Reverse Stock Split Common Share certificates for replacement certificates or direct
registration advice representing their post-Reverse Stock Split Common Shares. Following the effective date of the Reverse Stock Split, each
share certificate formerly representing pre-Reverse Stock Split Common Shares will be deemed to represent the number of whole post-Reverse
Stock Split Common Shares to which the holder is entitled as a result of the Reverse Stock Split until surrendered for exchange.

Holders of Common Shares who hold uncertificated Common Shares (that is Common Shares held in book-entry form and not represented by
a physical share certificate), either as registered holders or beneficial owners, will have their existing book-entry account(s) electronically
adjusted by the Company’s transfer agent or, for beneficial shareholders, by their brokerage firms, banks, trusts or other nominees that hold in
street name for their benefit. Such holders do not need to take any additional actions to exchange their pre-Reverse Stock Split Common Shares
for post-Reverse Stock Split Common Shares.

Beneficial shareholders holding their Common Shares through a bank, broker or other nominee should note that such banks, brokers or other
nominees may have different procedures for processing the Reverse Stock Split than those that have been put in place by the Company for
registered shareholders. If you hold your Common Shares with such a bank, broker or other nominee, and if you have questions in this regard,
you are encouraged to contact your nominee.

The new CUSIP number for the Common Shares following the Reverse Stock Split will be 03835T309.
Shareholders’ Meeting Results

A total of 44.19% of the issued and outstanding Common Shares as of the record date were represented by shareholders present or represented
by proxy at the Meeting.

The Company is also pleased to announce that all the nominees listed in the Proxy Statement were elected as Directors. The number of
Common Shares voted “for” each director nominee, out of the 22,493,282 Common Shares voted with respect to the election of Directors, is
detailed below:

Nominee Votes For
Ms. Carol G. Ashe 20,399,773
Dr. Denis Burger 20,214,219
Dr. Erich Platzer 20,485,136
Dr. William G. Rice 14,862,859
Dr. Mark D. Vincent 20,417,576
Mr. Warren Whitehead 20,482,405
Dr. Bernd Seizinger 20,498,713

Aptose shareholders also voted in favor of the following matters:

e the re-appointment of KPMG LLP as the independent registered public accounting firm of the Company



® a resolution to approve an amendment to Aptose’s 2021 Stock Incentive Plan to increase the number of Common Shares available
thereunder by 1,027,758 Common Shares

® a resolution to approve an adjournments proposal

® anon-binding resolution to approve of the compensation paid to Aptose’s named executive officers

Please refer to Proxy Statement available on SEDAR at www.sedar.com or EDGAR https://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml for more details on the
matters covered at the Meeting. Final voting results on all matters voted on at the Meeting will also be filed on SEDAR and EDGAR. All
information is presented on a pre-Reverse Stock Split basis.

About Aptose

Aptose Biosciences is a clinical-stage biotechnology company committed to developing precision medicines addressing unmet medical needs
in oncology, with an initial focus on hematology. The Company's small molecule cancer therapeutics pipeline includes products designed to
provide single agent efficacy and to enhance the efficacy of other anti-cancer therapies and regimens without overlapping toxicities. The
Company has two clinical-stage oral kinase inhibitors under development for hematologic malignancies: tuspetinib (HM43239), an oral,
myeloid kinase inhibitor being studied as monotherapy and in combination therapy in the APTIVATE international Phase 1/2 expansion trial in
patients with relapsed or refractory acute myeloid leukemia (AML); and luxeptinib (CG-806), an oral, dual lymphoid and myeloid kinase
inhibitor in Phase 1 a/b stage development for the treatment of patients with relapsed or refractory hematologic malignancies. For more
information, please visit www.aptose.com.

Forward Looking Statements

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Canadian and U.S. securities laws, including, but not limited to,
statements regarding the expected date of filing of articles of amendment effecting the Reverse Stock Split, as well as statements relating to the
Company’s plans, objectives, expectations and intentions and other statements including words such as “continue”, “expect”, “intend”, “will”,
“hope” “should”, “would”, “may”, “potential” and other similar expressions. Such statements reflect our current views with respect to future
events and are subject to risks and uncertainties and are necessarily based upon a number of estimates and assumptions that, while considered
reasonable by us, are inherently subject to significant business, economic, competitive, political and social uncertainties and contingencies.
Many factors could cause our actual results, performance or achievements to be materially different from any future results, performance or
achievements described in this press release. Such factors could include, among others: our ability to obtain the capital required for research
and operations; the inherent risks in early stage drug development including demonstrating efficacy; development time/cost and the regulatory
approval process; the progress of our clinical trials; our ability to find and enter into agreements with potential partners; our ability to attract
and retain key personnel; changing market and economic conditions; inability of new manufacturers to produce acceptable batches of GMP in
sufficient quantities; unexpected manufacturing defects; the potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and other risks detailed from time-to-
time in our ongoing current reports, quarterly filings, annual information forms, annual reports and annual filings with Canadian securities
regulators and the United States Securities and Exchange Commission.

Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties materialize, or should the assumptions set out in the section entitled "Risk Factors" in our
filings with Canadian securities regulators and the United States Securities and Exchange Commission underlying those forward- looking
statements prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those described herein. These forward-looking statements are made as of
the date of this press release and we do not intend, and do not assume any obligation, to update these forward-looking statements, except as
required by law. We cannot assure you that such statements will prove to be accurate as actual results and future events could differ materially
from those anticipated in such statements. Investors are cautioned that forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance and
accordingly investors are cautioned not to put undue reliance on forward-looking statements due to the inherent uncertainty therein.

For further information, please contact:

Aptose Biosciences Inc. LifeSci Advisors, LLC

Susan Pietropaolo Dan Ferry, Managing Director
Investor Relations 617-430-7576

201-923-2049 Daniel@LifeSciAdvisors.com

spietropaolo@aptose.com



